
Course Outline for 2016 - 2017

This is a full year course designed to introduce you to general chemical principles and to
provide you with appropriate laboratory experiences to supplement these principles.
Mathematics is the foundation of all of the physical sciences including Chemistry, therefor
it is required that you have at least one year of Regents level high school math and are
currently enrolled in a second year. Anyone not meeting the math prerequisite should
wait to take Chemistry at a later time. There is a very strong correlation between students
ability to do well in Mathematics and their grades in Chemistry.  The areas we will cover
this year include the following;

ATOMIC CONCEPTS KINETICS/EQUILIBRIUM
PERIODIC TABLE ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
MOLES/STOICHIOMETRY OXIDATION-REDUCTION
CHEMICAL BONDING ACIDS, BASES, AND SALTS
PHYSICAL BEHAVIOR OF MATTER NUCLEAR CHEMISTRY

Grading
Your grade for each of the marking periods will be determined by the total percentage of

the possible points you have accumulated. I do not grade on a curve. You can determine your
grade at any time by dividing your total points by the total possible number of points. It is
expected that you have a parent portal account. The application is on my website.

Tests
Tests will be worth 100 points and you will be given at least two days notice

prior to a test. Approximately one week after the original test, a retest will be given.
The retest will involve retaking those sections of the original test that were
unsatisfactory. The maximum allowable grade after retesting will start at 88 and
incrementally drop to 72. The retest will also serve as the makeup test for those that
were absent for the original test. There will not be a retest for those individuals.

Bonus
After each topic you will be given the opportunity to earn up to 10 bonus

points. It consists of two articles about applications of the topic, or an open-ended
lab activity. the materials will be posted on-line. It requires approximately one-half
hour of your time.

Homework
Homework assignments will normally be worth 5 points. A homework quiz will often be given.

Laboratory Reports
Laboratory reports will be worth 10 points. These will be due three days after the

completion of the laboratory. That will give you the study hall opposite lab to ask
questions if needed. Neatness does count! Your lowest lab grade will be dropped each
marking period. 30 periods of lab work must be completed and satisfactorily written up
to qualify for Regents credit.
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Overdue Assignments
All overdue assignments will lose 10% per day that they are late. All

assignments are due at the start of the period. After that they will be considered late.
Completing an assignment in class the day it is due is not acceptable. Any homework
already gone over in class can no longer be accepted.

Outside Help
If you need some extra help you can come in to see me at any time below, or before or after school.

You may just stop in but I suggest that you let me know you are coming. Of course, your study hall opposite
lab is ideal to ask questions, make up missed work, etc.

Absences
On the day you return from an absence you should do the following;

1. Ask someone for any notes that you might have missed.
2. Check for any assignments that you will need to make-up. With the exception of long

term illnesses, due dates will be extended by the number of days that you were absent. If you
have missed a test, a quiz, or a laboratory, then you will need to make arrangements to make it up
outside of class with me. See Outside Help for times. I won't come looking for you to get your
make-up work in.

3. Check for any handouts that you missed.

Tardies
Anyone who is not in the room and headed for their seat when the bell rings will be

considered late, and detention may be assigned at my discretion. Only a signed pass will be
accepted as an excuse.

When Class Begins
I begin my lectures immediately after the bell sounds, and I expect everyone to bring all

appropriate supplies (see supplies below). It is expected that everyone will keep a notebook.
You will be able to insert all handouts, as I will three-hole punch them. Once I begin the class,
do not get up to sharpen a pencil, get paper, use the lavatory (except in a true emergency), or
anything else to interrupt me. I expect the class to be quiet during lectures, unless you are
asking a question or adding to the discussion.

Eating in Class
For your safety, eating and drinking in a laboratory is not allowed.

Course Supplies

My Schedule

Period Where When

three ring binder (small should do)
calculator (cheap is good)

pen or pencil (duh!)
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